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PLAYING CARDS.

As far back as the year 1832, Mr. De La Hue took out a
patent for printing playing cards in oil colours. In the
old way of printing these cards, certain parts of the design
upon the " picture" cards were produced by copper-plate
printing, and the other colours were impressed in water
colours by means of stencil plates.

There is no doubt that Mr. De La Eue's invention of
printing in oil led to Mr. Baxter's subsequent application
of oil-printing, which in the present day has been extended
to the production of oleographs and chromo-Iithographs,
many beautiful specimens of which now adorn the windows
of the modern printseller. De La Eue's invention consisted
first in printing the pips, and also the picture or court cards,
in oil colours, by means of blocks or types; second, in
effecting the same object in oil colours by means of litho-
graphy ; and thirdly, gilding or silvering borders or other
parts of the characters by the printing process either by
types or blocks, or by lithography.

The types or blocks are first used to print the pips repre-
senting the various suits; or they are drawn upon stone in the
usual way. The ink is applied to the blocks or stone in
the same way that printers3 ink is ordinarily applied, and
the impression taken on thick drawing-paper by means of
a press. The picture cards are produced from a series of
blocks, each devoted to its own colour. When the required
number of impressions of any given colour have been made,
the second colour is printed on the surface, then the third,
and so on. Each block is made to fit exactly in its proper
place, so that the colours cannot interfere with each other
during the process of printing. "When lithography is